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What is the RDC Program and 
Network? 

 A partnership established in 2000 that includes: 
• Canadian universities 
• Major Granting Councils (SSHRC, CIHR, CFI) 
• Several provincial governments  
• Statistics Canada 
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Mission of the RDC Program 

1. To promote and facilitate quantitative research 
that will benefit all Canadians and enhance 
Canada’s standing in the global community. 

2. To provide secure access to Statistics Canada 
microdata to researchers across Canada. 

3. To visibly protect the confidentiality of 
respondents of Statistics Canada surveys. 

4. To disseminate research findings to the policy 
community and to the public on a wide range 
of social issues. 
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What is a Research Data Centre? 

 Secure environment in a setting that is removed from 
Statistics Canada premises 

 Houses Statistics Canada confidential microdata files 

 Managed by a Statistics Canada employee 

 Operates under the provisions of the ‘Statistics Act’ 

 Access limited to researchers with approved projects and 
“sworn-in” under the ‘Statistics Act’ as “deemed 
employees” 

 All researchers have direct access to the microdata 
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Commonly used data sets in the 
RDC 

 Canadian Community Health Survey 
 General Social Survey 
 Labour Force Survey 
 Longitudinal Survey of Immigrants to Canada 
 National Longitudinal Survey of Children and 

Youth 
 Survey of Labour and Income Dynamics 
 Census & National Household Survey 
 and many other household surveys 
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 Canadian Cancer Registry  
• Census of all cancers since 1992 
• Information on date of Diagnosis and cause of death 
• Age, sex, and postal code 
 

 Longitudinal and International Study of Adults (LISA) 
• At wave 1, integrated with Programme for the 

International Assessment of Adult Competencies 
(PIAAC), (aka the International Study of Adults (ISA)).  

• Data is/will be linked to: the T1 File, T4 Files, Canada 
Pension Plan Files, and the T1 Family File.  
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Data: Recent additions 

 Vital Statistics Data 
• Death Database - 1974 to 2011 
• Birth Database – 1974 to 2011 

 
 2011 National Household Survey 

 
 Canadian Health Measures Survey 

• Physical measurements 
• Blood and urine analyses 
• In home air and water quality measurements 
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 Extending the relevance of the longitudinal data 
• Linking respondents to admin outcomes data over time. 
 

 1991 Canadian Census Cohort: mortality & cancer follow-
up  
• 1991 Census cohort followed up for cancer, mortality, and migration 
 

 Longitudinal Administrative Data (LAD) 
 

 Census 2006 linked to hospital data 
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 Canadian Community Health Survey linked to Mortality 
and Hospital Data 
• To track risk factors (smoking, drinking, diet) with hospital use and 

mortality. 
• Linked to DAD, NACRS, Mortality 

 Uniform Crime Reporting Survey 
• Survey of police departments. Incident-based crime, victim and accused 

data 
 Homicide Survey 

• Survey of police departments. Incident-based data with victim and 
accused data.  

• Pilot underway 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Data: Recent data developments 
(Cont’d) 



Information on data availability 
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/rdc/data 
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Information on applying for access 
(http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/rdc/process) 
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Access to the RDCs 

 Project proposal submitted to SSHRC 
through an online application system.  

 Proposal evaluation by SSHRC peer review 
and Statistics Canada 

 Applications that are part of SSHRC or CIHR 
grants forgo the SSHRC peer review. 
Applications are still reviewed by Statistics 
Canada. 



Access to the RDCs 

 Case for RDC access    
• Is access to confidential microdata necessary? 
• Will the data support the analysis? 
• Does the project have scientific merit? 
• Does (do) the researcher(s) have the expertise to 

conduct this research? 

 Proposal must be made for specific projects    



Access to the RDCs 
 Security check - enhanced reliability status 

 Orientation session and “oath of office” 

 Researcher agrees to provide a public 
manuscript to Statistics Canada, such as: 

• Thesis/dissertation 

• Peer-reviewed journal article 

• Book or chapter 

• RDC working paper 



A Culture of Confidentiality 

All elements 
need to work 
together to 

create a  
Culture of 

Confidentiality 

Physical 
Protection 

Computer 
Protection 

Personal 
Responsibility 

Confidentiality 
Vetting 



Fees? 

 No fees for unfunded research projects 
conducted by faculty and students at Canadian 
universities that are part of the RDC network  
• UNBC is a member 

 No fees for research projects funded by SSHRC 
or CIHR grants. 

 Fees may apply for other situations (e.g. 
contracts for government/NGOs). See 
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/rdc/process 
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http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/rdc/process
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Questions? Who to contact 

 
 
 
 

Websites 
 http://www.statcan.gc.ca/rdc-cdr/index-eng.htm 
 www.rdc-cdr.ca  
 https://library.unbc.ca/collections/data-statistics/rdc  

Cindy Hardy, Academic Director,  UNBC RDC 
cindy.hardy@unbc.ca  

Larine Sluggett, Statistical Assistant, UNBC RDC 
 larine.sluggett@unbc.ca  
Susie Wilson, Data Librarian, UNBC 
 dataservices@unbc.ca  
 
Lee Grenon, Analyst, SFU RDC Lisa Oliver, Regional Manager, Statistics Canada 
sfurdc@sfu.ca   Lisa.Oliver@canada.ca 
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